







Did The Sun Stand Still?

(Did the Earth APPEAR to Stand Still)

By Ross S. Olson MD



A Review of Post Flood Catastrophes 
In Honor of Robert Helfinstine

using his unpublished manuscript 
“After The Manner of Egypt” 

Bob researched and wrote on this subject 
and many others (like Texas Tracks).  

He always followed the clear evidence, 

Regardless of who said “do not use”.

By Ross S. Olson MD



Disclaimer

I am not an expert in any of the fields touched 
on by this talk, nor am I a pioneer Creationist 
like Bob Helfinstine.

But I hope to stimulate the curiosity of a new 
generation of scholars who can work out the 
implications of data that has been ignored or 
discredited for too long.



Here’s the title text:  Joshua 10:13

“And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their 
enemies.”   
Some read it as “mythical” some as 
“miracle” don’t think “implications”





If The Earth Just Stopped Rotating

Skeptics have claimed:

It would begin to fall apart

Everything loose would fly into space

The seas would swamp the land

It would not be able to restart rotation

Heat energy would melt the planet

Life on earth would end



BUT…If The Earth Stopped Rotating

It would not have 
had to be instant.  
It could have been 
gradual – like a 
truck applying 
brakes. 











Change in Orbit or Tilt?

A change in the location of the pole, 
or tilt of the axis could have changed 
the apparent position of the sun.
Rotational energy would have been 
partly transferred to a passing 
astronomical body and not all 
transformed into heat. (CS&IV pp395 - 400)



10 Top Ways To Offend The Scientific Establishment

10  Challenge Uniformitarianism

9 Challenge Deep Time

8 Challenge any Holy Cow of any Guild, like Egyptian chronology

7 Comment on a Field in which you are not Considered an Expert

6 Claim that the Bible is Valid in any Way

5 Disseminate New Ideas to the General Public before censored

4    Make any Claims that Cross Academic Boundaries

3 Find Real Data that the Experts Failed to See

2    Call Attention to Design that it is not only “apparent”



NUMBER ONE…

DID YOU GUESS IT?





NUMBER 1

#1   STATE, HINT, IMPLY OR FAIL TO 
REFUTE THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
THERE IS A SUPERNATURAL 
ELEMENT TO REALITY, ESPECIALLY A 
DESIGNER... MAYBE EVEN JUST MENTION “GOD.”



Intelligent Design Advocates

ARE RARELY ACCEPTIBLE:  
Even if they don’t break 10 - 2
Immediate rejection because 
of #1, even if not Biblical.



YOUNG EARTH CREATIONISTS

•NOT ACCEPTIBLE:
•Break most of the rules
•If they have qualifications, they are 
declared to be faulty

•If they just quietly prove their point, 
and don’t confront the system,  they 
will be completely ignored 



Some “Acceptable” Heretics

•May break one or two of the rules
•And still ultimately be accepted
•Although they ruffle many feathers
•And make many enemies
•And wait for many decades… and die
•Proving that science self corrects??



Kuhn:Typical Story of Scientific Heresy

Immediately rejected, and if 
accepted, only much later, with the 
accumulation of much evidence and 
the turning over of the generation 
that defines “orthodoxy.” See Thomas 
Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions



Alfred Wegener: Continental Drift



Theory Presented 1912

Initial reaction very negative

Wegener considered an outsider

Mechanism for movement unclear

He died in 1930 as a “heretic”

Movement measured in 1960s



“Drift” Enshrined as Plate Tectonics

Wegener recognized posthumously 
as a pioneer.

Those who oppose plate tectonics 
are now considered heretics



Unacceptable Heresy

A Worldwide Flood:  Should be an 
automatic consideration when 
uniformitarianism fails to explain the 
data, like widespread fossils in the past, 
not forming today.
Proposed by George McCready Price in The 
New Geology, Mountainview CA, 1923, p 680



Price’s Arguments Ignored

Why?  Because he found the Biblical 
history to be credible.  He even saw 
geological evidence for a perfect 
initial world, having undergone 
deterioration and catastrophe.



MYTHS SHOULD NOT BE IGNORED

“Myths are fossil religion.  They are 
never the work of imagination but 
the result of interpreted 
observation.”  H.S. Bellamy, Moons, 
Myths and Man, London, Faber & Faber Ltd, 
1936, p. 167.



Data is Neglected, Rationalized

“There are more than 500 deluge 
myths as told by about 250 different 
tribes or peoples.  The deluge myths 
have not a common source but a 
common cause: the Deluge itself.”
Bellamy, p 104



Reaction by Scientific Community?

Bellamy classified as “Catastrophist,”  
an idea considered to have been 
effectively refuted. 
Now “NeoCatastrophists” claim 
there have been many mini-
catastrophes, just not Biblical.



Immanuel Velikovsky

•You may not heard of him.
•But if you have, you may have heard 
that he was some sort of a fraud, 
because that is what “experts” said.

•The truth is very interesting.
• Story from Stargazers and Gravediggers, 1983, Paradigma 2012



Brief CV

• Russian Jew, born in 1895.
• Child prodigy in academics and languages.
• Studied Pre-Med in Scotland (no Jews at Moscow U)
• Studied Law and Ancient History (Moscow but not U).
• Earned MD in Moscow 1921 when policy changed.
• Edited monographs by Jewish scholars in Berlin. 
• One by Einstein on physics.



Marriage and Training in Psychiatry
•1923 Married violinist Elisheva Kramer.

•Moved to Jerusalem to practice Medicine.

•One year in Vienna with Freud’s first pupil.

•Returned to Tel Aviv to practice psychiatry.

•Edited monographs as foundation for a new 
academy of sciences in Israel.

•1930 published connecting epilepsy and EEG



Coming to America
•Fearing that his passion for research would 
be swallowed by a busy medical practice,

•Came to New York in 1939 for US libraries.

•Freud had written that Moses borrowed 
monotheism from Pharaoh Akhnaton.

•Velikovsky saw discrepancies in the 
chronology and idolatry in the pharaoh.





A “Catastrophic” Idea

• In April 1940 he was struck by the idea that a 
great natural catastrophe must have taken 
place at the time of Israel’s exodus from Egypt.

•Lack of Egyptian narrative of those events 
reinforced the view that they were mythical.

•The Ipuwer papyrus described events just like 
Exodus but “the dates did not match.”



Rewriting History

•Egyptian Chronology based on work of 
Manetho (who may have inflated age) then 
refined over the centuries of Archeology.

• It was considered the gold standard of 
chronology, but lacked correlation and was 
simply “imposed” on other chronologies.

•By re-dating the Exodus with records of 
catastrophes, he found confirmation.



Velikovsky Collected Data, Scripture First

• Joshua 10:11  As they fled from before Israel, while 
they were at the descent of Beth-horon, the LORD 
threw large stones from heaven on them as far as 
Azekah, and they died….

• 12  Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when 
the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the sons 
of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, "O sun, 
stand still at Gibeon, And O moon in the valley of 
Aijalon."

• 13  So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, 





Remember The Timing

•This was shortly after the time of the 
stopping of the Jordan and the fall of Jericho 
– which is felt to have been by earthquake

•The time worked out to about 1400 BC

•It was approximately 50 years after the time 
of the Exodus



Global Correlation – in New World

•At the time of Joshua, the Mayas described a 
long night, where the sun rose only to the 
horizon and stopped.  They are 135 degrees or 
9 hours behind: (3pm Palestine = 6am Mexico).

•About 50 years before, in 1450 BC, Mayas 
recorded earthquakes, water turning to blood, 
and darkness and predicted catastrophes every 
52 years thereafter.  



Understanding His Presuppositions

•Velikovsky accepted the Hebrew Bible as 
basically accurate history, but did not believe in 
the supernatural or the miraculous.

•He asked the questions, what could alter the 
rotation or angle of the earth’s axis, drop rocks 
from the sky, cause earthquakes, disrupt gravity 
as in stopping the Jordan?



No Earthbound Mechanism Fit

•It had to be an astronomical body!
•He systematically searched mythology of 
many ancient cultures.

•He found descriptions of encounters with a 
comet-like body with earthquakes, meteors, 
heating of the land and encroachment by 
the sea, volcanos and climatic changes.





Fear of Comets

•Essentially all ancient cultures monitored 
had feared the appearance of comets.

•This was generally attributed by 
“enlightened moderns” to their primitive 
cultures and/or unevolved brains.

•But what if the fear is based on real events?



Star Worship – Were They Just Ignorant?



What Could a Near Approach Do?

•Change the rotation or tilt of the earth.
•Change the physical location or pointing of the axis
•Heat the crust of the earth by friction with mantle.
•Generate earthquakes and activate volcanoes.
•Lift land by “terrestrial tides.”
•Cause seas to overflow the land – tides & tsunamis
•Drop material to earth, gas, dust, rocks. 
•Exchange electric charge.



Astounding Claims

•Chinese documents (Shu King) claimed that 
because the length of the year, the length of 
the month, the number of months and days 
in the year, even the direction of the rising 
and setting of the sun all changed, wise men 
were challenged to recalculate the calendar 
mid second millennium BC. (Worlds in Collision p.115)



Epic Poems and Myths
Latin poet Ovid (reporting older myths: Phaethon, son 
of Helios) The chariot of the sun, driven by Phaëthon, 
moved “no longer in the same course as before.” …
(This was the “teenager asking to drive” dad’s vehicle)

The constellations of the cold Bears tried to plunge 
into the forbidden sea, and the sun's chariot roamed 
through unknown regions of the air. It was "borne 
along just as a ship driven before the headlong blast, 
whose pilot has let the useless rudder go and 
abandoned the ship to the gods and prayers."



“The earth bursts into flame, the highest parts first, 
and splits into deep cracks, and its moisture is all 
dried up. The meadows are burned to white ashes; 
the trees are consumed, green leaves and all, and the 
ripe grain furnishes fuel for its own destruction. ... 
Great cities perish with their walls, and the vast 
conflagration reduces whole nations to ashes."
“The woods are ablaze with the mountains. ... Aetna 
is blazing boundlessly ... and twin-peaked Scythia; 
Caucasus burns ... and the heaven-piercing Alps and 
cloud-capped Apennines.“ (Ovid, per Worlds in Collision p.151)



If This Myth Were Only Imagination

•Why are the movements of the sun and 
stars linked to “earth bursts into flames” 
and “great cities perish with their walls?”

•That would not be an automatic connection 
unless it had happened.



Second Set of Catastrophes

•There appeared from Scripture and secular 
histories to also be  a series of periodic cosmic 
disruptions about the time of Uzziah, Isaiah and 
Hezekiah, including the time Sennacherib’s 
army of 185,000 was suddenly destroyed 
shortly after the sun dial went backwards 10 
degrees  indicating time (or the shadow of an 
obelisk 10 steps indicating change of latitude).



Change of Plans for Velikovsky

•Velikovsky decided to stay in the US and 
continue the new research.

•He consulted scholars in ancient languages 
and documents regarding his sources and 
interpretations.

•He also wanted to confirm or refute some 
astronomical predictions of his theory.



History of The Interactions –
Stargazers and Gravediggers: Memoirs

•Velikovsky informally consulted with Head of 
Astronomy at Harvard University, Professor 
Harlow Shapley.

•Velikovsky, perhaps naively, told Dr. Shapley 
that he had come upon evidence that there 
were recent changes in the Solar system.

•When told that the evidence was ancient 
records plus other data, Shapely was cold.



•Yet Shapley promised to read the material if
Velikovsky could find one or two other 
astronomers to evaluate it, and gave names.

•Later, Velikovsky asked Shapley if he would 
be able to test 2 astronomical predictions of 
the theory, namely the predominance of 
neon and argon in the atmosphere of Mars 
and the presence of hydrocarbons in the 
atmosphere of Venus.



All Downhill From There
•First there was a cool refusal letter from a 
secretary of Dr. Shapley.

•Then after the request was repeated by Dr. 
Kallen (on Velikovsky’s behalf), he was one 
of the reviewers suggested by Shapley, an 
angry letter came back to Dr. Kallen, 
including this remark, “If Dr. Velikovsky is 
right, the rest of us are crazy.”



Reviews Before the Book Appeared

•After several publishers declined to consider 
the manuscript that would eventually 
become Worlds in Collision and Ages in 
Chaos, although he did want it examined 
piecemeal, Velikovsky decided to show it to 
Science Editor for the Herald Tribune, John 
O’Neill, who wrote a glowing “preview.”



Publisher Found, Publisher Attacked
•Macmillan agreed to publish the material, 
which would appear as two books.

•Soon, Professor Shapley organized a 
concerted attack on Macmillan. 

•The textbook division was going to be 
boycotted by a vast array of professors.

•This despite the fact that the book had been 
released and was already a best seller. 



A Scathing “Review”

•Professor Payne-Gaposchkin, admitting she 
had never read the manuscript, wrote a 
“review” stating: “Is this scientific age so 
uncritical, so ignorant of the nature of 
evidence that any considerable number of 
people can be fooled by a sloppy parade of 
jargon of a dozen fields of learning?”



The Arrows Strike Targets
•Reluctantly Macmillan gave up the rights to 
Doubleday and fired editor, Jim Putnam.

•Others to suffer for having supported the 
book were Astronomer Gordon Atwater 
who lost his position as curator at the 
Hayden Planetarium, where he had hoped 
to set up a star show of the books. 



Bob Helfinstine Took A Chance
• In 1972, Bob decided to review the entire topic of 
post-flood catastrophes, aiming at opening the 
eyes of the Bible-believing community.  Some 
resistance might be the notion that the Flood of 
Noah was the last catastrophe until the end. And 
Velikovsky was not a creationist or observant Jew. 
Yet Scripture, Isaiah and Amos write of the Lord 
punishing nations “After The Manner of Egypt.”



OK, What Does It All Mean?



What is the Major Storyline?
•Realize that most experts disagreed.
•Remember that although Velikovsky 
believed the accuracy of the Old Testament, 
he did not believe in miracles.

•He believed that Moses did not hear the 
voice of God but geologic or cosmic 
groaning from the catastrophes.  

•Yet he called Moses a religious genius.



Clue In Greek Mythology?
Athena Born from Head of 
Jupiter, hid in a cloud split 
open by lightning.  She was 
the goddess of war and took 
the name, Venus (WC179). Lists 
of planets prior to about 
1800 BC mention only 4 
planets  (WC p168).



How Can Venus Be Expelled from Jupiter?

•Recent computer models 
suggest that Jupiter has a rocky 
and metallic core (space.com)

•It spins rapidly.  As it accretes 
more material, it contracts and 
spins faster, leading to 
instability relieved by flinging 
off mass – like its moons(CS&IV p108)













How Could Venus Come near Earth?

Since Jupiter’s rotation is in the plane of the 
ecliptic, if launched into orbit around the sun, it 
could cross earth’s orbit.



Carl
Sagan’s

Take 
on the 
books











Would You Buy

A Used Car 

From That Man?



Refuting the Refutation
•Carl Sagan in his “definitive refutation” of 
Velikovsky calculated the chance of an encounter 
as one in 3x10 to the 7th power.     (SCV p 62)  

Ginenthal noted that Sagan ignored gravity and 
calculated only dead hits,  although Velikovsky 
had clearly said near passes, such as at lunar 
distance, would cause the effects.  Magnetic fields 
would keep the cores from colliding but gravity 
would adjust the orbits increasing the chance of a 
repeat encounter, even resonance.  (CS&IV p133)



Ancient Descriptions of Venus

•It is described by Mexicans as a smoking star

•Ancient Babylonians called it the hairy one

•“Sit” was sometimes described by Egyptians 
as having horns and led to bull worship

•Babylonians saw the phases of Venus, which 
would be possible only if it were nearer       
(WC p172,173)



The 10 Plagues, Without Miracles

•Water to Blood: As the comet approached 
towards earth, tail first (on its way back 
from circling the sun) fine dust containing 
iron would have stained the water, possibly 
made it undrinkable and killed the fish.

•Other cultures report red water. (WC p67-68)



Toxic Algal Bloom – Red Tide

•Appears to be set off by iron-containing dust, 
carried by winds from the Sahara to the gulf of 
Mexico off the west coast of Florida. 

•Certain species of dinoflagellates multiply and 
produce toxins.

•This is a possible mechanism that goes beyond 
Velikovsky’s iron stained water.

• This is reported in Creation Matters Vol 20, number 2, pp1-3



Dust Clouds from Africa

Algal Bloom off Florida



Vermin:  Frogs, Gnats, Flies

•Velikovsky hints that the catastrophic 
conditions led to the multiplication of vermin.  
(WC p188,189)

•Sagan accused Velikovsky of believing that the 
vermin came from the comet.  Although he 
discussed the possibility of life on other plants, 
he actually said that biologists suggest bacteria 
may have come from space.(CS&IV p253)



Livestock Death and Human Boils

•Velikovsky hypothesizes that this is due to 
irritation from the dust.  (WC p67)

• It is not clear if he knew about Anthrax, spread 
by spores, which can also be inhaled, and 
spread from the bodies of animals that die of it.

•Velikovsky did not believe that Israel was 
spared but if he had, he might have invoked 
different burial practices, even of animals.



Hail Mingled With Fire

•The Hebrew “barad” 
suggests meteorites, 
the same term as 
used in Joshua

•The Babylonian 
Talmud calls them 
hot  (WC p68,69)



Locusts

•Another earthly pest that could have 
multiplied under the catastrophic conditions



Darkness

•Here Velikovsky hypothesizes hydrocarbons 
coming from Jupiter (Jupiter and its moons do 
have methane.)  He proposes that they burst 
into flame when combined with earth’s oxygen, 
producing a thick smoke that blocked light.

•He does not believe the Jews escaped it. 

•Maya documents describe falling pitch(WC p71)



Plague On First Born

•Velikovsky attributes this to an earthquake.  
The Ipuwer Papyrus says, “The residence is 
overturned in a minute.”

•He has to retranslate firstborn as “chosen,” or 
the flower of Egypt killed by falling walls.

•He believes the Jews were relatively spared 
because they lived in huts on clay soil (WC pp78-80)



What is Happening?

Comet is backing into the 
earth.  We think of comets 
as “going forward” but on 
their path away from the 
sun, they travel tail first.  The 
contents of the tail would 
affect the earth before the 
gravity of the body.



Crossing The Sea
Velikovsky documents mention in multiple ancient 
records of Hurricane winds and huge tides and or 
tsunamis. (WC pp 83-91)

Exodus 14:21-22 And Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back 
by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided.  And the 
children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on their left.



Combination of Wind and Gravity?



Dry Ground?
•Jewish Rabbinical sources as well as Greek 
and Mexican traditions say that the ground 
became heated, the waters boiled and 
volcanoes erupted.  This would be expected 
from the friction of crustal deceleration 
relative to the mantel.  This could dry any 
ground laid bare of water. (WC pp105-107)



Other Biblical References
•Velikovsky notes more detailed descriptions of 
the Exodus in Psalms and the Prophets, that are 
sometimes interpreted as symbolic.

•Psalm 114  “When Israel came out of 
Egypt...The sea looked and fled, the Jordan 
turned back; the mountains skipped like rams, 
the hills like lambs…. Tremble, O earth, at the 
presence of the Lord….”

•Psalm 97:5  The hills melted like wax at the 
presence of the LORD…..



Manna

•Velikovsky even comes up with a “natural” 
explanation for Manna

•He hypothesizes that hydrocarbons from the 
comet combined with earth’s oxygen to 
form carbohydrates.

•He finds references across the world to 
something called “ambrosia.”



Ambrosia

•The Greeks wrote of ambrosia falling from 
the atmosphere that could be a nectar or an 
ointment and compared it to honey.  Finns 
and Maoris claim that it was heavenly bread 
falling with the dew that sustained people 
during prolonged darkness.  (WC pp 142-145)



Is It Possible?

•Sagan in his critique claimed that earth’s 
atmosphere would more likely combine with 
hydrocarbons to produce poisons like cyanide.  
Some chemists counter that formaldehyde 
could form and polymerize into carbohydrate. 
(CS&IV pp 279 - 283)

•Velikovsky would see the double portion before 
the Sabbath as mythical elaboration.



What Makes A Miracle?

If God did 
miracles this 
way are they 
still miracles?



Could it  be thought 
of as speeding up a 
natural process?
Over time the vine 
turns water, minerals 
and carbon dioxide 
into grapes which can 
ferment into wine.  
Jesus also designed 
that process. 



Some Miracles Are In The Timing

•The Flood of Noah involved “fountains of 
the great deep” and “windows of heaven.”

•The stopping and restarting of rainfall 
involves a natural process but becomes a 
miracle when predicted, as by Elijah.

•Jesus called for a storm to suddenly stop.



God Could Uniquely Act In Miraculous Ways

• If He uses natural forces, it can still be done in a 
way that marks it as miraculous.

•Some miracles, like resurrection, is clearly 
counter to natural processes – it is the reverse!

•Miracles seem to be designed to show us Who 
God is and give credit to God’s Prophets and His 
Revelation.



Burning Bush, Fleece of Gideon

First Wet, Then DryBurning, Not Consumed



Showing God’s Judgement: Sodom



Showing 
God’s Love: 

Raising
the Dead



Pillar of Fire and Smoke
•Velikovsky hypothesizes that this was the 
comet itself, which having become 
entangled with the orbit of earth, 
exchanged electrical discharges with the 
earth and followed its orbit for a time.

•Such a thing happened in 1767 when 
Lexell’s comet orbited Jupiter for 12 years 
before it broke free.  (WC pp 92,93)



Observations

•Pliny and Hevelius, in observations 
preserved by Rochenbach, reported 
on a comet that appeared as a pillar 
of fire or cloud beginning about 
1495 BC.  (WC p 97)



Hear A Few 
Words 
From 

The Author











He Comes Across As A

Kind and Cultured

Old World Styled

Gentleman



Has This Caught Your Interest?

•You really need to read the references.

•I have only scratched the surface.

•In addition to reading Velikovsky, you need 
to read the critics and also the observers, 
some of whom were unbiased enough to 
say that critics behaved very badly.



Rounding Out The Story

•The first set of catastrophes were due to 
successive near passes by Venus, as a comet

•Venus then encountered Mars and 
perturbed its orbit

•The several encounters of the 7th Century 
BC were with Mars, which then became the 
god of war.



Circular Orbit?

•Velikovsky hypothesizes that after Venus 
perturbed Mars into an elliptical orbit that 
eventually encountered earth, Venus 
gradually settled into a less elliptical orbit 
itself, finally nearly circular.  Calculations 
indicate that reasonable gravity and 
magnetic fields may do this. (CS&IV pp 402 - 406)



Comet With Circular Orbit

•There is a comet that currently exists in a 
nearly circular orbit.

•Schwassmann-Wachmann Comet exists 
between the orbits of Jupiter and Saturn.

•Planets may influence each other’s orbits 
towards regularity.  (WC p 202)



A mathematical 
relationship 
between the orbits 
of the planets.  It 
indicates that we 
do not understand 
everything about 
orbits.



Strange Features of Venus
Venus was observed carefully by astrologers in 
Babylon and Nineveh prior to the 8th century 
BC when it became a regular morning and 
evening star.  Prior to that time, “The Venus 
Tablets” indicate irregular timing of the periods 
of invisibility when it passed in front or behind 
the sun – indicating an elliptical orbit.  This was 
very disturbing to them. (WC pp202-207)



Orbit of Venus

•Venus seems to be “in resonance with 
earth.”  It rotates in a retrograde manner, 
once a year and always faces the same side 
towards earth when closest.  If this were 
due to being “lopsided” it would have 
locked onto the sun.  It suggests a recent 
encounter. (CS&IV p135)



A Fascinating Detail…

•Jonathan Swift in Gulliver’s Travels 
describes in remarkable detail the two tiny 
moons of Mars, Phobos and Deimos, 
describing their orbits, long before they 
could have been seen with modern 
telescopes.  His sources are unknown but 
what if Mars came close in the past?



References By Velikovsky
•Worlds in Collision 1950, Paradigma 2009
•Earth in Upheaval  1955 Paradigma 2009
•Ages in Chaos I  1952  Paradigma 2009
•Oedipus and Akhnaton Doubleday 1960
•Ages in Chaos II  1978  Paradigma 2010
•Ages in Chaos III  1977  Paradigma 2011
•Mankind in Amnesia Doubleday 1982
•Stargazers and Gravediggers 1983 Paradigma 
2012



References About Velikovsky
• Scientists Confront Velikovsky, Editor, Donald 

Goldsmith, Cornell University Press 1977
• The Velikovsky Affair, A. deGrazia, R. E. Juergens and 

L. C. Stecchini, University Books, New Hyde Park, 
1966

• Velikovsky Reconsidered,  Editors of Pensee, Warner 
Books, 1966

• Carl Sagan and Immanuel Velikovsky, Charles 
Ginenthal, New Falcon Publications, 1995

• After the Manner of Egypt R.F.Helfinstine 1973 
unpublished manuscript available on CD as pdf file



Other Resources

The Long Day of Joshua and Six Other Catastrophes

By Donald W. Patten (not the Patten of Glen Rose TX) 
along with Ronald Hatch and Loren Steinhauer, 

Pacific Meridian Publishing Co, 1973

It proposes astronomical catastrophes on a cyclic 
pattern, all except the flood of Noah caused by 
encounters with Mars.



Resonances of Orbits
Completely contrary to Carl Sagan’s assertion that 
collisions could not recur, they point out the 
common existence of resonances.

Now, Pluto and Neptune are in 3:2 resonance.

Previously, Mars was in a 2:1 resonance with 
earth and Mars was in 6:1 resonance with Jupiter 
which is in 5:2 resonance with Saturn.  Some 
asteroids are in resonance with Jupiter or Mars. 



What Does This Mean?

•It means that the orbits will have near 
and far points on a regular basis.

•If the orbits are elliptical and in the 
ecliptic, it is possible that they cross and 
the planets may interact.

•The effects depend on the distance and 
location when nearest.



For planets 
with crossing 
orbits that 
are both in 
the same 
plane, there 
are two 
points where 
they can 
interact.



In Case 1, Mars loses 

energy to the earth 

and its period 

shortens.  

In Case 2 Mars gains 

energy at the expense 

of Earth and therefore 

lengthens its period. 



Patten Finds Periodic Catastrophes

• Fits with many cultures’ ideas of ages of the world 
ended by destruction

• The big ones tend to come in pairs 52 – 54 years 
apart like: 

– the Exodus (1447 BC) and The long Day of Joshua 
(1404 BC)  10 years early due to major orbit change.

– the short day of Amos 8:9 (756 BC) and the 
destruction of Sennachererib’s army (701 BC)



The authors find 

some suggestion 

that there were less 

serious events at 54 

year intervals, like 

the disaster that 

killed Job’s children 

or greater ones like 

Sodom & Gomorrah



Patten’s Other Concepts

•Velikovsky emphasizes electromagnetic 
forces affecting the interaction of the 
planets – including lightning strikes 
killing the Assyrians

•Patten thinks it was bolides (meteors 
consisting of more volatile material that 
explode from heating of entry)



1908 Bolide Exploded over Siberia

A Fireball was 

seen blowing up in 

the air and the 

sound was heard 

600 miles away. 

Trees were 

flattened across a 

20 mile diameter.



How Was Sennacherib’s Army Destroyed?

•If God used a natural catastrophe He would 
have had to fine tune it regardless of 
method.  Or it could be pure angel power.

•Ancient people watching the “stars” seem to 
plan battles when their deity star came near 
so they may have expected a showdown.



Charles Ginenthal: The Velikovskian
Vol. III, No. (1), 2, 3: 1997

• Northern Siberia appears to have had a temperate climate 
capable of sustaining vast herds of grazing animals and 
large deciduous tree forests.  It suddenly changed.

• Analyzes a shift of the tilt of the axis.  If more vertical, the 
temperate zone would have been much wider north and 
south and include not only much of the arctic, but would 
have moved the world’s great deserts into the temperate 
zone as well.  A tilt of the axis would reverse these things.

• Ground penetrating radar shows Sahara once had rivers 
and supported cities and populations.



Journal of Creation 29:3, pp12-14

• Frozen Baby Mammoths ages 1 – 2 months 

• Found 5000 kilometers apart, Alaska and Siberia

• Examined for cause of death 

• Both found to have inhaled massive amounts of loess

• They both asphyxiated in a dust storm – massive?

• Could this be the time of the tilting of the axis?

• Which caused a sudden climate change for the colder?

• Might  mean the ice age was already over.



What Could Do This?

A polar fly-by 

near miss of a 

massive 

object, a 

planet or a 

comet



Where To Find Resources?

•This PowerPoint Will Be On www.tccsa.tc as a 
PDF file and Bob Helfinstine’s manuscript is 
available on CD as a pdf file that can be 
ordered.

•Used books can often be found on Ebay and 
Amazon. Start with Worlds in Collision and 
Earth in Upheaval. Stargazers and 
Gravediggers is a memoir of the unfolding 
story.  Carl Sagan and Immanuel Velikovsky 
demonstrates the weakness of the critics.



Some Of The Many Further Points 

•The comet and the earth interacted partly due 
to gravity but partly due to electromagnetic 
forces, which decrease proportional to the cube
of the distance and thus do not figure in most 
planetary orbits.

•The Greeks describe a thunderbolt from Zeus to 
Typhon (Jupiter to Venus) (WC p 67)

•Why is Zeus/Thor seen wielding lightning?



Predictions

•Velikovsky predicted radio waves emanating 
from Jupiter.

•He predicted earth’s magnetic field, 
confirmed as the Van Allen Belts.

•Solar wind of charged particles now known 
to cause potential differential among bodies 
of the solar system.



•Strange 
behavior of 
solar flares 
curving back 
to the 
surface due 
to magnetic 
fields



Reversals

•Evidence of magnetic reversals has 
been found also magnetic pole shift.

•There is possible evidence of reversal 
of the earth’s spin – “flipping of the 
earth.” Egyptian temple of Semut has 
carvings of the zodiac as seen from the 
southern hemisphere.  (WC p 118 - 120)



Strange Extinctions and Distributions

•Deposits in England felt to be post glacial, show 
broken but not eroded bones of extinct 
hippopotamus, grizzly bear, reindeer, cave lion 
and hyena – not from the same habitat.

• It appears that they were violently mixed and 
broken carried long distances as whole bodies

•Could tidal/tsunami waves have done it? (EU p30)



Erratic Boulders

•Large boulders are found all over the world on 
top of fairly recent strata, of types of rock only 
found up to 10’s to 100’s of miles away, 
transport usually attributed to glaciers.

•But some weigh 10,000 tons and have been 
moved uphill. Some are in unglaciated areas 
and seem more like colossal tsunami work.      
(EU pp25-27)



Mountain Ranges

•Major Mountain 
Ranges seem to 
be along straight 
lines that could 
have represented 
near passage of 
an astronomical 
body.



Evidence of Recent Elevation

•Tiahuanacu, a “Megalithic” city (built of huge 
rocks carried long distances) in the Andes at 
12,500 feet elevation, a level where corn does 
not ripen also has agricultural terraces up to 
15,000 feet, far above the eternal snow line.

•Would these sophisticated builders create 
terraces where nothing would grow? (EU pp86,87)



Lake Titicaca

•An old strand line of Lake Titicaca is about 
360 feet above the current shoreline and is 
on an angle.

•This indicates that the lake was lifted (or the 
water level lowered) and the lake was tilted.  
(EU p 87)

•Crustal tides of a 70,000 mile flyby of Mars 
might be 85 feet – Venus or closer, more . 
(Patten, p 111)



Cliff In Valpariso, Chile

•There is a beach on top of a 1300 foot cliff 
near the ocean with undecayed seashells.

•Charles Darwin described this on his travels 
in 1834-35.  He was impressed that this 
indicated recent uplift.

•How different his life may have gone had he 
not been blinded by uniformitarianism (EU p89)



Ancient Cities

•Archeology finds ancient cities, especially in the 
middle east, with multiple layers of the city built 
on top of rubble from apparently complete 
destruction of the previous city – called Tells.

• Is this what a conqueror would do?  Total labor-
intensive teardown or just stick to looting?

•Or were there periodic major earthquakes?





Is It Important To Get All This Right?

• We can be wrong about a lot of things and still be 
a child of God.

• But those who do not think God acted in the past 
are at risk of thinking God will not act in the 
future.   2 Peter 3:3-4, “Where is this coming?”

• That would be tragic, because…



Bad News Forecast: Another Catastrophe

Revelation 16:17-18  The seventh angel poured 
out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple 
came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is 
done!"  Then there came flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe 
earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever 
occurred since man has been on earth, so 
tremendous was the quake.  The great city split 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations 
collapsed. 



Judgement From The Sky

Revelation 16:19-21 God remembered Babylon 
the Great and gave her the cup filled with the 
wine of the fury of his wrath. Every island fled 
away and the mountains could not be found.  
From the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred 
pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed 
God on account of the plague of hail, because 
the plague was so terrible.



Good News For God’s Side   GOD WINS!!
Revelation 21:1-4  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God 
is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away."



This Is Available For Those Who Want It

Revelation 21:5-7  He who was seated on the throne 
said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, 
"Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true."  He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him 
who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the 
spring of the water of life.  He who overcomes will 
inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my 
son.



But Bad News For those Who Reject

Rev 21:8  But the cowardly, the unbelieving, 
the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, 
those who practice magic arts, the idolaters 
and all liars— their place will be in the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur. This is the second 
death."








